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Message from the Vice Provost 

Reflecting on the past academic year, I am amazed at Ohio State’s depth and breadth of engagement at 
the local, national and global levels. As a world-class, public land-grant institution, Ohio State is deeply 
committed to serving the public good, which makes our work particularly valuable.  

At the Office of International Affairs, every year, we continue to build on our foundation of international 
collaboration� We promote and support international education opportunities at home and abroad in order 
to provide transformative experiences that connect our campuses with communities around the world� We 
cultivate collaborative relationships with a variety of partners across the globe, fostering an environment 
where ideas and cultures intersect. We thus empower our students and faculty to learn, grow and become 
catalysts for positive change. We engage with alumni worldwide. We also ensure and sustain a welcoming 
environment for international students and scholars� 

The Office of International Affairs is not alone in its endeavors. Our regional campuses, 15 colleges and the 
Graduate School each play a pivotal role in strengthening Ohio State’s significant international presence. 
By fostering interdisciplinary collaborations, advancing innovative research and supporting outreach 
initiatives, Ohio State integrates international perspectives into classrooms, research environments and 
communities. These shared endeavors are dedicated to improving quality of life both in Ohio and around 
the world, elevating academic excellence and fostering greater cultural understanding� 

Our 2024-2025 Annual Report highlights the broad range of our international involvement through student 
experiences, faculty initiatives, international partnerships, research, teaching, learning and community 
engagement. Our collective efforts are shaping a generation of leaders prepared to make thoughtful 
contributions on a global stage, while fostering mutual understanding and sustainable progress� 

Looking ahead, I am excited to build upon this momentum and continue expanding the reach and impact 
of our international activities. Thank you to all whose enthusiasm and commitment have helped make 
these achievements possible� Together, we are forging connections that will enrich lives and broaden 
perspectives for years to come.

Kaya Şahin, PhD 

Vice Provost for Global Strategies  
and International Affairs 

Professor of History
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EXPLORING THE WORLD

Students gain global 
consulting experience 
in Cambodia 

United Nations training 
program in Geneva 
fosters international 
diplomacy 

“This experience allowed me to apply the business 
knowledge and skills I’ve gained in the classroom to 
a real-world setting,” reflected junior business major 
Neha Pasupuleti, who participated in the Fisher 
College of Business Global Consulting: Non-Profit, 
Cambodia experience over the summer�

Pasupuleti and a team of other students partnered 
with the Secret Garden Hotel and Restaurant in  
Siem Reap, a social enterprise that provides 
hospitality training and employment opportunities 
for young Cambodians through the Youth’s Dream 
Fulfillment Association.  

The team offered strategic recommendations to 
increase revenue and expand impact, which included 
developing outreach databases, creating promotional 
content and researching funding opportunities�   

During the World Federation of United Nations 
Associations (WFUNA) - Advanced Training Program, 
students receive a variety of overviews, trainings, 
simulations and other hands-on opportunities 
provided by the United Nations in Geneva, 
Switzerland in order to understand and reflect  
upon global challenges� 

“We had the opportunity to learn from experts 
from multiple U.N. agencies and international 
organizations,” reflected Caleb Ferronniere, an 
international studies major in the College of Arts  
and Sciences� 

By the end of the program, students developed a 
deeper understanding of the U.N. and multilateral 
diplomacy and acquired a framework to understand 
key global issues and foster public speaking abilities.
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EXPLORING THE WORLD

STUDY ABROAD 
by the numbers 

2,413 students traveled worldwide to
83 countries, from Argentina to Zambia

95% of students who study abroad
report gaining career competencies

203 programs across across campuses,
 colleges, departments and units

Ninety-one students received
a total of $185,400

969 students took part in study
abroad programs led by more than
116 Ohio State faculty, staff and

graduate students
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EXPLORING THE WORLD

“This experience taught me how adaptable I am 
in unfamiliar environments and how open I am 
to learning from others� Navigating new cities, 
language barriers and different cultural expectations 
showed me the value of humility, curiosity and 
communication. I’ve also learned how important it is 
to build relationships no matter where you are in the 
world,” reflected junior biology major Payson Wilks 
on the “Exploring Environmental and Human Health 
Issues in Japan” experience� 
 
Led by faculty in the School of Earth Sciences, 
students cultivate a comprehensive understanding of 
the interplay between environmental earth science 
and society, with a special emphasis on human health 
issues in Japan� 
 
“As a pre-med student passionate about health 
disparities, I wanted to explore how other countries 
approach environmental and human health� Japan 
provided a unique opportunity to study real-world 
case studies of environmental disasters and how 
communities recovered and adapted� Experiencing 
this abroad helped me understand the global 
interconnectedness of health, policy and cultural 
context in ways the classroom alone never could,” 
said Wilks, a two-time study abroad student. 

More than 2 billion people lack access to safe 
water on tap� Students in the Humanitarian 
Engineering program led by Assistant 
Professor of Professional Practice Patrick 
Sours are looking to change that statistic� 
 
Sours has participated in over a dozen 
education abroad programs to Tanzania, 
Honduras, Guatemala and Ghana during 
his time at Ohio State, and as an instructor 
in the College of Engineering he combines 
various classroom offerings with engaging 
experiences working with international and 
local partners to implement human-centered 
engineering designs�   
 
Students who participated in Sours’ 
courses achieved an average Intercultural 
Development Inventory growth of 12.52 over 
two semesters, which is over four points, or 
more than 50% higher than any other similar 
study conducted. He also found that students 
gained teamwork, communication and self-
understanding competencies�  
 
“I’ve often been asked, ‘Why do students 
need to go abroad?’ When they work as a 
team with our community partners and have 
these challenging experiences problem-
solving in a different setting, when they 
come back and join the workforce, they’re 
better communicators, better teammates 
and they’re better prepared to engage with 
stakeholders who have different values or 
ways of life.” 

Faculty Spotlight 
Patrick Sours and 
the Humanitarian 
Engineering Program 

Buckeyes Abroad

Payson Wilks
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WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS  

Orientation leaders and peer advisors support 
new international students

From greeting new arrivals at a welcome booth at the John Glenn International Airport, to answering questions 
about transportation, campus life and things to do in Columbus, to even walking students through their first  
grocery shopping trip in the United States, orientation leaders and peer advisors played an integral and hands-on 
role in welcoming new international students� 

In autumn 2024, the Office of International Affairs hosted 82 welcome events and trips in addition to virtual and  
in-person orientation sessions, and 1,000 new international students took part in the required orientation.           

Orientation leaders led campus tours and guided excursions to Columbus neighborhoods� Working alongside 
the International Affairs staff, these students also helped host group lunches, graduate student mixers and larger 
excursions to the Columbus Metro Parks, the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium and the Columbus Museum of Art� Peer 
advisors, also in partnership with staff, supported students through the immigration check-in process. 

These student leaders – a mix of international and domestic undergraduate and graduate students – introduced new 
international students to Ohio State by connecting them to university resources and policies while sharing their own 
experiences, helping to ensure a smooth and welcoming transition� 

“I started college as an international student in 2021, when COVID-19 was still very prevalent. I didn’t have any  
in-person orientation events or campus tours, and I initially felt left out and disconnected,” said Nicole Kuan, a  
peer advisor serving in 2024� “That experience motivated me to become a peer advisor because I wanted to make 
sure every incoming student felt like they had someone to reach out to for guidance.”
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WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS  

International students
 

6,305 
international students 

3,580 
undergraduate students

2,725  
graduate and professional 

students
 

1,771 
international students joined  

the Buckeye community 

120 
countries represented 

International scholars

1,340
international scholars  

89
countries represented

Top five countries represented: 

1. China 

2. India 

3. South Korea 

4. Taiwan 

5. Canada 

Top five countries represented: 

1. China 

2. India 

3. Brazil 

4. South Korea 

5. Italy
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WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS  

Student Spotlight 
Santosh Bhandari
“My favorite memories at Ohio State combine both 
academic and cultural experiences� Presenting 
my research at the CFAES Research Forum, the 
Plant Sciences Symposium and the microbiology 
conference “From Pipettes to Progress” were major 
highlights. Outside of academics, I truly enjoyed 
going snow sledding for the first time on campus and 
celebrating Holi—the festival of colors—with fellow 
students from diverse cultural backgrounds�”

– Santosh Bhandari, a doctoral student from Nepal in 
the Department of Plant Pathology, who is studying 
the role of plant growth promoting rhizobacteria in 
mitigating both abiotic and biotic stresses in plants. 

Student Spotlight 
Udita Kale 
“I chose Ohio State because it offered an incredible 
blend of academic excellence, vibrant campus life and 
strong support for international students� I was drawn 
to the university’s diverse community and the extensive 
resources available – from state-of-the-art research 
facilities to dedicated international student services�” 

– Udita Kale, a junior from India majoring in 
industrial engineering.

Scholar Spotlight 
Ana Carolina Brito 
“My research involved investigating biocultural 
aspects of the development, growth and routines of 
children aged 0 to two in Belém, Pará. My time at 
Ohio State benefited my research in many ways. I 
analyzed quantitative data, organized qualitative data, 
transcribed interviews and had access to books and 
articles, all while beginning to write my thesis.”

– Ana Carolina Brito, a doctoral student from Brazil, 
spent four months at Ohio State as a visiting 
international scholar, which was supported through  
a scholarship from the Brazilian government.  
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ENGAGING COMMUNITIES

Through the English Conversation Program 
international and domestic students have the 
opportunity to expand their worldviews, improve their 
intercultural communication skills and make friends 
from different cultural backgrounds. The Language 
Improvement Track is student-to-student teaching and 
is for those who want to develop their English speaking 
and listening skills or who are interested in teaching 
language and interpersonal skills� 

181 students participated 

28 countries represented 

Creating community 
among students

Forum for community 
engaged scholars 
launches

“Connecting with students from around the globe broadened my perspectives and helped me develop crucial cross-
cultural communication skills. It genuinely improved my English in a comfortable and supportive environment...
and played a significant role in helping me adjust to American university life. What I found most valuable about the 
ECP was the chance to build genuine friendships with people from diverse backgrounds, creating a strong sense of 
community and belonging within the larger university.” – Minji Gim, a junior food science and technology major from 
South Korea.

“It was a wonderful experience to get a chance 
to know people in small groups and build close 
friendships through ECP. In addition, I joined two to 
three activities held by ECP and met lots of people 
from different countries. As an international student, 
I really like to talk with different people. This enables 
me to learn about different cultures and their 
personalities�” – Wendy Han, a junior accounting 
major from China.

On Campus

The Office of International Affairs and the Office 
of Outreach and Engagement launched a forum 
open to all faculty and staff interested in advancing 
conscientious engaged scholarship, global exchange, 
learning and service partnerships around the world� 

The Globally Engaged Scholars Community of Practice 
amplified collaborations, shared best practices and 
provided opportunities for globally engaged scholars 
to be in conversation with one another� 
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On Campus ENGAGING COMMUNITIES

Ohio State Signature Events

Thanksgiving Dinner

More than 60 volunteers served up a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal to 1,100 students, faculty and staff 
at the Ohio Union the day before the holiday. A long-
standing tradition, Thanksgiving Dinner is one of the 
largest of such events held on a college campus and is 
an Ohio State signature event� Campus dining chefs 
prepare 650 pounds of turkey, 30 gallons of gravy, 432 
pounds each of green beans and corn, 320 pounds 
of cornbread and 1,200 slices of pie. The annual 
celebration is open to all Buckeyes and attended by 
hundreds of international students, scholars and their 
families unable to return home for Thanksgiving�

Taste of OSU 

Sweet, spicy and everything in between! The Ohio Union was filled with the aroma of international cuisine and a 
couple thousand hungry Buckeyes eager to experience Taste of OSU, one of Ohio State’s signature events. More than 
40 international student organizations cooked up their favorite dishes and entertained the crowd with performances 
that best represented their diverse cultures and regions of the world on February 14. 

“Taste of OSU is a unique event that celebrates Ohio State’s cultural diversity, offering students the opportunity to 
showcase their heritage through food, drinks, booths and performances,” said Nicole Kuan, chair of Taste of OSU 
and a senior majoring in marketing. “This experience not only highlights the richness of various cultures but also 
broadens attendees’ understanding and appreciation of others’ cultures. Serving as chair-elect in 2024 and chair in 
2025 has been an incredible honor, and I’m so grateful for the experience and the support of the OIA staff.” 



Office of International Affairs Annual Report 2024-2025 12

ENGAGING COMMUNITIES On Campus

The Seeds of Middle Eastern Culture project aims to 
empower young people and communities to control 
their own food systems by growing food locally, 
using eco-friendly methods and eating foods that 
are important to their own culture� The initiative, 
led by Melinda McClimans, assistant director of the 
Middle East Studies Center (MESC), recently was 
awarded a $10,000 Documenting Impact Grant by 
the Office of Outreach and Engagement to capture 
experiences about plants and food and quantitatively 
measure outcomes, ensuring that the knowledge 
of Middle Eastern and African food system is 
preserved through hands-on learning activities and 
educational materials� 
 
The project is a collaboration between the MESC and 
the Vincent Walters Urban Farm in the Bronzeville 
neighborhood of Columbus� At farmers markets and 
community events, Seeds of Middle Eastern Culture 
will highlight the significance of culturally relevant 
plants, promote learning about systems of the Middle 
East and share information about additional food 
systems and plants. 

Food sovereignty 
initiative takes shape  

To prepare military personnel for upcoming deployment to Africa, the Center for International Business Education 
and Research (CIBER) and the Center for African Studies (CAS) collaborated with the U.S. Army Reserve’s 412th 
Civil Affairs Battalion to present the CAS-CIBER Africa Seminar. The sessions focused on conflict resolution, 
peacebuilding and the political, economic and social landscapes of various African nations where service members 
will be stationed. By attending the seminar, the battalion members gained a broader perspective on complex 
geopolitical issues that affect their work.  

“I think exposure to such information and to actually interview and receive lessons from people on the ground is the 
best way to learn about the culture, the political environment and everything else that’s going on in Africa right now,” 
said Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Rayan. “I think it’s an excellent program.”

U.S. Army reservists gain insight into Africa

Center for Latin 
American Studies 
awarded $645,000 
grant 

The Center for Latin American Studies (CLAS) 
is the recipient of a $645,000 grant from the U.S. 
Department of State that will bring 20 student 
leaders from Nicaragua, Panama, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Venezuela and the Dominican Republic 
to the Ohio State campus for three consecutive 
summers to participate in a four-week academic 
residency. Heather Harper, associated faculty and 
Spanish for business coordinator, and Ricardo Sosa, 
associated faculty and Spanish heritage language 
coordinator, in the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese, will lead the Study of the U.S. Institutes 
for Student Leaders (SUSI) cultural exchange 
program. Ohio State’s SUSI program will focus on 
teaching students about entrepreneurship and 
economic development in the United States, as well  
as provide them with opportunities to develop and 
hone their leadership skills� 
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In the Region ENGAGING COMMUNITIES

Undergraduate Olympiada of Spoken Russian  

Undergraduate students from colleges and universities across the state of Ohio showed off their language skills at the 
14th annual Olympiada of Spoken Russian. The three rounds of competition included an oral interview, poem recital 
and topic presentation. Sixteen students from Bowling Green State University, The College of Wooster, Kent State 
University and Ohio State participated. Ten Ohio State students earned top three finishes in various levels of Russian 
language proficiency. 

Conferences play a vital role in the exchange of information, the development of ideas and the building of 
communities across myriad disciplines. Ohio State hosted a number of internationally focused academic 
conferences that fostered collaboration and forged new connections. 

• Midwest Slavic Conference, hosted by the 
Center for Slavic, East European and Eurasian 
Studies, brought 150 attendees to campus from 
52 unique institutions representing 25 states 
and eight countries�

• The Association for Asian Studies Conference 
brought 3,500 scholars to Columbus� 

• China-Africa Symposium, organized by the East 
Asian Studies Center and the Center for African 
Studies, explored the relationship between Africa 
and China through the eyes of seven expert 
panelists from Ohio State, George Washington 
University, Howard University, Georgetown 
University and University of Notre Dame. 

• Globalizing the Curriculum: Enhancing East 
Asian Studies in Appalachian Colleges, hosted by 
the East Asian Studies Center and the University 
of Pittsburgh’s Asian Studies Center, attracted 50 
educators from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Kentucky 
and West Virginia�  

• Strengthening the U.S.-Japan Economic and 
Security Alliance in Ohio: A Workshop on the 
U.S.-Japan Regional Alliance was organized by the 
East Asian Studies Center with support from the 
Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA. The symposium 
featured 11 speakers and 65 attendees, many from 
outside the campus community.  

• The Scientific Congress on Challenges in Disease 
Management and Outcome brought together 
175 participants and showcased 50 speakers, 
moderators and panelists in Mumbai. Organized 
by the India Gateway in collaboration with 
health partners in South Asia, this marked the 
fifth international conference of its kind and 
strengthened the ongoing partnership between 
Ohio State and Nanavati Super Specialty Hospital. 

Conference roundup 
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ENGAGING COMMUNITIES Across the Globe 

Eighteen undergraduate students were awarded 
scholarships to engage in summer 2025 internships 
in East Asia, providing them with valuable work 
experience and the opportunity to deepen their 
understanding of the region’s culture. Thanks to a 
grant from the Freeman Foundation, the East Asian 
Studies Center awarded $115,000 in fellowships which 
spanned four international experiences across Japan 
and Indonesia.  
 
“The Freeman Scholarship has allowed me to 
experience a culture completely different than what 
I grew up with in Ohio,” said 2025 recipient Andrew 
Beten, who participated in the Kyoto University of 
Advanced Science research internship. “I am grateful 
to gain this experience to help me prepare for a career 
in data science. I cannot express my gratitude enough!”

Freeman scholarships 
support internships in 
East Asia 

By the numbers 

The Global Gateways, Ohio State’s liaison offices in Brazil, China and India

• Represented Ohio State at 663 recruitment events and high school visits that were attended by 17,150 
prospective students, expanding Ohio State’s global reach. 

• Engaged 7,116 admitted students through personalized outreach – answering questions, building 
relationships and encouraging enrollment. 

• Activated Ohio State’s international alumni network hosting 15 alumni club events with 165 Buckeye 
attendees across key regions. 

• Partnered with 45 alumni in Brazil, China and India to support international student recruitment, 
leveraging local insight and Buckeye pride.

São Paulo

Shanghai Mumbai
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Research 
ADVANCING RESEARCH, TEACHING, 

LEARNING AND CREATIVE WORK 

Global Arts + 
Humanities grant 
supports Latinx 
families engagement  
in music learning

A sweeping study 
of 7,000 years of 
monuments in  
South Arabia 

Engaging Latinx parents in their children’s learning 
through music during their first few years of life is 
the primary focus of Desde el Principio (from the 
beginning), a project developed by the Center for 
Latin American Studies and the School of Music, 
which was awarded a $12,050 Collaborative Centers 
Grant through the Global Arts + Humanities� In 
person and online classes offered through the Ohio 
State Community Music School enabled families to 
celebrate the culture of Latin America, support the 
musical development of infants to 36 months of age 
and empower parents to actively shape the musical 
and cultural environment of their young children.  

“There are limited resources in Columbus accessible 
for families with infants as current community 
programs are designed for young children rather than 
infants and toddlers. The importance of the first two 
years of life in children’s development and the unique 
needs of parents with infants make this program 
valuable for the community.” – Leila Vieira, assistant 
director of the Center for Latin American Studies.

New research brings together 7,000 years of history in 
South Arabia to show how ancient pastoralists changed 
placement and construction of monuments over time 
in the face of environmental and cultural forces�  

“The findings show that monuments are a flexible 
technology that reflect the resilience of desert 
pastoralists in the face of a changing climate,” 
said Joy McCorriston, lead author of the study and 
professor of anthropology and director of the Middle 
East Studies Center. “What we’ve done is take a 
holistic look and show how all these individual 
monuments were part of a larger story of how the 
monuments changed as the lives of the people 
changed over thousands of years,” she said. 

The study was published in PLOS One and documents 
how monuments changed as the climate transitioned 
from a humid environment to, eventually, an arid 
desert. The international research team analyzed 371 
archaeological monuments in the arid Dhofar region 
of Oman� 
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ADVANCING RESEARCH, TEACHING, 
LEARNING AND CREATIVE WORK 

$75,000 grant will fund forum for research and 
dialogue around communities in the Middle East 

Empowering Ethiopian healthcare 

The Melton Center for Jewish Studies and the Middle East Studies Center, in partnership with the Center for Ethics 
and Human Values, received a $75,000 Centers and Institutes Grant from Global Arts + Humanities for a new two-
year initiative: “Cross Disciplinary Perspectives on Multi-Ethnic Cultural Production in the Middle East.” The  
project engages modern and historical questions about power regarding minoritized communities in the  
Middle East through collaborative research, dialogue and artistic productions� 

The Global One Health initiative (GOHi), in partnership with several hospitals in Ethiopia and the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, has led a transformative initiative under the Global Action in Healthcare Network. 
This integrated laboratory and infection, prevention and control program has significantly strengthened Ethiopia’s 
antimicrobial resistance surveillance and healthcare infrastructure. Innovative interventions such as colonization 
screening and transmission-based precautions – introduced for the first time in Ethiopia – are now serving as models 
for nationwide implementation in resource-limited healthcare systems. 

GOHi’s antimicrobial resistance project stands as a scalable, evidence-driven model for enhancing IPC and 
microbiology services in low-resource settings. Its success demonstrates the powerful impact of integrated 
international partnerships on national health priorities and global health security. 

Research 
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Ohio State ranked No. 1 
producer of Fulbright 
U.S. Scholars 

Ohio State is the No. 1 top producer of Fulbright U.S. 
Scholars for the 2024-25 academic year among all 
colleges and universities in the United States with 
14 selected for the prestigious award. This is the 
second time in the last five years that Ohio State has 
been ranked the nation’s top producer for Fulbright 
U.S. Scholars. Ohio State is also tied for 7th among 
doctoral institutions for the Fulbright U.S. Student 
program with 24 awardees (15 undergraduate and 
nine graduate). Ohio State is one of only 19 institutions 
recognized as a top producer for both the Fulbright 
U.S. Student and Fulbright U.S. Scholar programs.

Research 
ADVANCING RESEARCH, TEACHING, 

LEARNING AND CREATIVE WORK 

Fulbright U.S. Student Spotlight 
Samuel Paul 
“My Fulbright U.S. Student grant has allowed me to 
be exposed to peers from around the country and 
their new perspectives,” said Samuel Paul, a medical 
student studying at the Queen Mary University of 
London to receive his master’s in science in critical 
care medicine. “My research focus has been in the 
immunology of the intensive care unit, examining how 
the patients’ bodies experience physiologic stress and 
what we can do as a medical team to alleviate it� I have 
gotten to try so much good food and be exposed to an 
international learning environment in my academic 
work� Of course, going to Arsenal games and singing 
with the fans is my favorite thing to do.”

Fulbright U.S. Scholar Spotlight 
Lauren Southerland 
As an emergency medicine physician specializing 
in geriatrics, Lauren Southerland, MD, treats older 
adults who present with complex cases, both medically 
and socially. For her Fulbright U.S. Scholar program, 
Southerland visited and collected information on 
how different hospitals across New South Wales and 
Queensland, Australia, integrate their long-established 
geriatric protocols and care to patients� “This program 
builds research collaborations and cultural exchange 
that benefits our society,” Dr. Southerland said. “It 
allows us to combine our successful practices and 
influence the adaption of new care that has been 
proven to be more successful than the protocol  
we’ve followed, often for years.” 

Fulbright Foreign Scholar Spotlight
Sucharita Sen
“Fulbright broadened the horizons of my writing 
and research, opened gates to diverse networking 
opportunities and spearheaded enriching 
collaborative ventures. Affiliation with Ohio State 
has given me a coveted intellectual exposure and has 
been a highlight of my academic journey. Nestled on 
Neil Avenue and overlooking The Oval, Thompson 
Library made a splendid location for my research.” – 
Sucharita Sen, a Fulbright-Nehru Postdoctoral Fellow 
from Kolkata, India who examines how everyday 
nonsexual intimacies between colonizers and the 
colonized in British India upheld imperial hierarchies 
while masking colonial violence� 
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ADVANCING RESEARCH, TEACHING, 
LEARNING AND CREATIVE WORK Teaching and Learning 

Diplomacy Labs 
empower Ohio State 
students to tackle  
real-world issues

Global One Health 
Summer Institute

“Having the Diplomacy Lab available on the Ohio 
State campus gives students a taste of real-world 
problems that helps them build skills and understand 
how government (and sometimes non-governmental) 
organizations tackle projects through teamwork, 
planning and communication,” said Angela 
Brintlinger, chair of the Department of Slavic and 
East European Languages and Cultures and Center for 
Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies director�  
In collaboration with the Mershon Center for 
International Security Studies, Brintlinger 
successfully applied for and earned Ohio State a spot 
as an official U.S. Department of State Diplomacy 
Lab site in 2023. 

Becoming a host site has put Ohio State students front 
and center in an international effort to lead applied 
research that addresses important foreign policy 
challenges such as sustainable development, global 
health, energy security, women’s empowerment, 
countering extremism and human rights�  

In autumn 2024, Ohio State faculty developed three 
Diplomacy Lab projects that engaged students in 
research, meeting with government officials and 
sharing their findings for real-world application. The 
three autumn semester courses spanned disciplines, 
focusing on diplomatic issues as diverse as far-right 
populism in Europe, medical clearance processes for 
U.S. diplomats and military coups in Africa. 

The annual One Health Summer Institute involves 
faculty from Ohio State along with regional partners 
delivering modular training, interactive workshops, 
didactic training and applied learning opportunities 
to build One Health capacity around the world. This 
multidisciplinary approach focuses on preventative 
measures to stifle emerging infectious diseases. The 
summer institute attracts participants for virtual and 
in-person sessions from more than 50 countries and 
faculty instructors hail from the United States, Latin 
America, Africa, Europe, Asia and Oceania� 

1,009 trainees attended 

68 faculty members, moderators  
and coordinators involved 

60 countries represented 

13 courses offered
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ADVANCING RESEARCH, TEACHING, 
LEARNING AND CREATIVE WORK Teaching and Learning 

Teacher training 
programs provide 
insight on China,  
Japan, Korea 

Gaining cultural perspective through capoeira 

The East Asian Studies Center facilitated 24 teacher 
training programs with 1,092 teachers reaching  
38,356 students in more than 20 states. 

“I did not have much background knowledge on 
Japan and Korea, beyond historical major events 
so the ability to dive deeper in the history of China, 
Japan and Korea was very helpful in terms of having 
more context when introducing different artmaking 
and forms that derived from these countries� It was 
also eye-opening to hear the perspectives from other 
educators as well as the lecturers. Each day my head 
was swirling with ideas of how I could apply it to my 
classroom�” – K-12 educator 

More than 1,000 capoeira enthusiasts took classes offered by the Center for Latin American Studies to engage with the 
music and movement of the Afro-Brazilian art form. Capoeira combines music, singing, movement, martial arts and 
acrobatics as well as a historical and cultural perspective of Brazil. 

Language learning to 
build connections 

The Center for Latin American Studies offered a free 
four-week Haitian Creole course, which enrolled 20 K-12 
teachers interested in learning the language to connect 
with their students and the Haitian community.  

“I learned a lot of relevant information. Not only in 
terms of content/culture, but it was also very helpful to 
remind me what it is like to be a language student� Helps 
me refocus for my return to the school year and what it 
is like from the students’ perspective.” – K-12 educator 
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ADVANCING RESEARCH, TEACHING, 
LEARNING AND CREATIVE WORK Teaching and Learning 

Connecting K-14 
teachers with global 
perspectives 

Area Studies Centers 
award summer FLAS 
fellowships  

The Center for Latin American Studies, Center for 
Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies and East 
Asian Studies Center completed their eighth year 
of organizing the K-14 Global Fellowship Program, 
which connects teachers across the United States in 
a series of discussion group sessions that focus on 
contemporary issues from a global perspective. This 
year’s theme, Indigenous Peoples across the Globe, 
aimed to highlight indigenous peoples outside of 
North America, their histories and cultures, their 
interactions with others, and the issues they face in 
their respective regions. Thirty-two K-14 teachers 
from 15 states participated. Collectively, these 
educators impact over 3,200 students each year. 

The East Asian Studies Center, Center for Latin 
American Studies and Center for Slavic, East 
European and Eurasian Studies awarded $146,494 in 
summer Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) 
fellowships to 18 students, spanning more than nine 
graduate programs and six undergraduate majors. 
Funding for FLAS Fellowships comes from the U.S. 
Department of Education under Title VI of the Higher 
Education Act� These FLAS fellowships support the 
development of area studies knowledge and fluency 
in nine languages� 
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ADVANCING RESEARCH, TEACHING, 
LEARNING AND CREATIVE WORK Creative Work

International Photography Exhibition

Featuring 40 photographs taken overseas in  
22 different countries by 34 Ohio State students, 
staff, faculty, visiting scholars and alumni, the 
2024 International Photography Exhibition offers 
images of people, places and arts through the eyes 
of Buckeye photographers. Over 425 members of 
the campus community submitted more than 850 
photographs taken in 98 countries to the annual 
international photography competition.

Cover Photo: “Threads of Tradition”– Best of Show, Jen Heaton

Inside (clockwise): “Varsa”, Lopamudra Basu; “Grace and Restraint”, Wendy Pramik; “Echoes of Knowledge”, Mehran Shirazi
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ADVANCING RESEARCH, TEACHING, 
LEARNING AND CREATIVE WORK Creative Work

Brutus Calavera 
coloring contest

Animator  
Ahn Jae-huun makes 
his mark with 
Columbus residency The Brutus Calavera coloring contest aims to 

introduce the Día de los Muertos holiday to those 
unfamiliar with it and works to strengthen the 
relationship between Ohio State and Latinx culture� 
Over 200 children and adults submitted entries in 
which they color an image in which half of Brutus’ 
face is depicted using Day of the Dead imagery. 
K-12 teachers use this contest as part of their 
curriculum to teach students about the celebration 
and Latin American culture� “Activities like the 
Brutus contest are invaluable as they help us create 
spaces for dialogue and understanding among 
the various cultures that coexist in our EL group� 
These experiences help our students become more 
aware and foster greater appreciation and respect 
for both their own identity and that of others,” said 
Maria Graciela Moser, an English learner teacher at 
Rutherford B. Hayes High School. 

Through an Office of Academic Affairs Visiting Artist 
Grant, the university hosted acclaimed South Korean 
animation director Ahn Jae-huun for a live Q&A 
ahead of a public screening of Green Days (2010) as 
part of the Cartoon Crossroads festival�  

“Drawing is a very meaningful time for me to 
meditate,” he said through an interpreter. Jae-huun’s 
so-called “meditations with a pencil” were screened 
at the Wexner Center for the Arts, highlighting a 
decades-long body of work concerned with the 
everyday moments in Korean life. “As a Korean artist, 
I do my best to describe Korean things as best I can,” 
he said� 

Jae-huun spent many years working as an animator 
for such shows as The Simpsons and Family Guy 
during a time when much of the studio animation 
work in Korea supported American films and 
television� He then started his studio, Meditation with 
a Pencil, dedicated to depicting Korean life in hand-
drawn, 2D animations that celebrate the country’s 
scenery, culture and traditions. The studio creates 
films under the ideal of “drawings that cure and 
colors that touch one’s heart.” 



Office of International Affairs Annual Report 2024-2025 23

FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS  

45 agreements finalized 

192 active agreements in 51 countries 

45 new agreements in 21 countries 

20 new partners

60 years of partnerships in Brazil

2024 marked three important milestones between Ohio State and Brazil: 200 years of diplomatic relations between 
Brazil and the United States, 60 years of partnership with the University of São Paulo (USP) and 10 years since the 
opening of Ohio State’s Brazil Gateway in São Paulo. 

These momentous occasions led a delegation of Ohio State faculty and staff from the Office of International 
Affairs, Fisher College of Business and the Colleges of Arts and Sciences, Engineering and Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences to São Paulo and Brasília. During the week-long visit, the group reconnected with leadership 
at USP and USP’s Luiz de Queiroz College of Agriculture (ESALQ), and discussed partnership opportunities with 
Embraer, a multinational aerospace corporation, Pecege, a nonprofit dedicated to advancing higher education 
and the Aeronautics Institute of Technology. The group also spent time with representatives of FAPESP, a research 
foundation, Fermentec, a bio system engineering and machine company, Embrapa, one of the largest agricultural 
research corporations in the world and EducationUSA. Another highlight of the visit was engaging with the many 
Ohio State alumni living in Brazil.
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FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS  

University of Tsukuba 
students gain 
collaborative space 
research experience  

Enhancing 
partnerships in Ghana

Ohio State’s Starlab - VISTA Science Park team 
hosted four students from the University of Tsukuba 
in Japan to participate in research collaboration 
and learning in the field of materials joining and 
manufacturing in space� “One of the most important 
things we gained was to see the difference in 
different countries’ space research programs at the 
college level,” said Natsuki Matsuoka� “Learning 
at Ohio State and in Starlab atmosphere was very 
beneficial and unique.” This was the first iteration of 
the cross-cultural and inter-collegiate collaborative 
research efforts of the Starlab - VISTA Science Park. 
Students from around the world will continue to 
visit Ohio State to advance space research at the 
university and beyond. 

The Center for African Studies hosted a delegation 
of ministers from the Government of Ghana on 
campus to help strengthen the Columbus-Accra 
sister-city relationship and foster additional 
collaboration between Ohio State and Ghanaian 
institutions. Discussions throughout the day-long 
visit focused on developing new opportunities 
for student exchange programs and research, 
expanding partnerships in nursing, promoting new 
agricultural technology and providing training for 
future business leaders�
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FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS  

FAPESP seed grant: 
Inaugural year is a 
success 

The Office of International Affairs partnered with the 
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP) to provide 
matching seed grants for collaborative research� The 
first call for proposals yielded 40 applications and five 
will be awarded. Ohio State faculty could partner with 
faculty at any higher education institution in Brazil’s 
state of São Paulo. Preferred research areas included 
technology and society; ethics, governance, law; data 
science and artificial intelligence; agriculture and the 
environment; new forms and sources of energy; new 
directions in the humanities; cancer and immunology.  

Punjab Agricultural 
University reenergizes 
relationship with Ohio 
State 

A productive three-day visit with leadership from 
Punjab Agricultural University sparked new and 
collaborative ways in which to partner. Discussions 
resulted in a plan to develop a trilateral collaboration 
between India, the United States and Brazil. By 
building on Ohio State’s strong presence and history 
in Brazil, the universities will share knowledge 
and mobilize students from Brazil to India as well 
as advance research partnerships in sustainable 
agriculture and artificial intelligence. 

Visitors explore 
opportunities for 
cross-cultural 
exchange 

Agricultural and environment officials from Vietnam 
visited Ohio State to learn more about the basic and 
applied research projects and cutting-edge facilities at 
the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences� The delegation toured the Controlled 
Environment Agriculture Research Complex and  
the 261-acre Waterman living laboratory.  

Faculty in entomology, horticulture and animal sciences 
shared current research work related to soy beans, 
insects that feed on trees and dairy cattle nutrition. 
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FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS  

Lal Carbon and Soil Health Center opens at 
the National University of Uzbekistan

Ohio State hosts U.S. Japan Digital Innovation Hub

World-renowned Ohio State soil scientist Rattan Lal traveled to Tashkent, Uzbekistan to commemorate the opening 
of the Lal Carbon and Soil Health Center at the National University of Uzbekistan. The new center mirrors the 
successful model of the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences Rattan Lal Center for Carbon 
Management and Sequestration at Ohio State, where Lal serves as Distinguished University Professor and director of 
the Lal Carbon Center� 

The establishment of the center in Uzbekistan marks a significant step forward in global soil health research and 
carbon sequestration efforts. It represents an important expansion of scientific collaboration between Ohio State and 
Central Asia in addressing climate change and sustainable agriculture challenges� 

Industry, higher education and government officials from the United States and Japan strengthened and reaffirmed 
the importance of cooperation between the two countries in critical and emerging technologies at a two-day 
workshop held on the Ohio State campus in September 2024� 

The U.S.-Japan Digital Innovation Hub and Advanced Technology Workshop hosted talks with American and 
Japanese experts on semiconductors, quantum information science, artificial intelligence (AI) and space exploration. 
Discussions centered on current and potential partnerships and the importance of workforce development to fill the 
growing demands of these technologies� 

“At Ohio State, we are excited to bring people and ideas together from all over the world to create opportunities to 
collaborate at a scale few others can match,” said Ohio State President Walter “Ted” Carter Jr�  



Office of International Affairs Annual Report 2024-2025 27

CONNECTING WITH 
GLOBAL ALUMNI 

Alumni Spotlight
Jayanthi Sampathkumar 
’97 MS, ’99 MS 
“I am eternally thankful for the opportunity to 
study at Ohio State. My four-year experience was 
life changing and taught me so much� I developed 
resilience to withstand the cold weather, I learned 
how to make friends in a new place, and I followed 
my passions in and out the classroom.”

– Jayanthi Sampathkumar, a director of engineering at 
Google in Redmond, Washington.  

Alumni Spotlight
Piper Harrell ’25 BS 
Piper Harrell, a double major in Japanese and 
International Studies, was selected as a U.S. 
Department of State Youth Ambassador for the 2025 
World Exposition in Osaka, Japan� Harrell will serve 
as a guide for the USA Pavilion, entitled, “Imagine 
What We Can Create Together,” throughout the 
duration of the World Exposition, from April 15 – 
October 13, 2025. She represents the United States 
through a U.S. government exchange program begun 
in the 1950s and currently administered by Sister 
Cities International� 

Shave with love 

The Ohio State University Alumni Club of Hong Kong 
held its fourth annual charity event, “Shave with Love,” 
to raise money for families affected by childhood 
cancer and other diseases. The event was organized 
by committee board member Elaine Chan (BSBA ‘98), 
bringing together alumni, friends and supporters� 
 
Since 2022, the Alumni Club of Hong Kong has raised 
over $25,000 for children and their families while 
providing education to the community. 
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CONNECTING WITH 
GLOBAL ALUMNI 

International Alumni Clubs – Buckeye Watch Party

Alumni from all across the globe gathered to watch the Ohio State Buckeyes win the College Football 
National Championship�  

Taipei, Taiwan

Jakarta, Indonesia

Hong Kong, China
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

Inspired by his family’s legacy of philanthropy, 
Shubhendu Bhuta ’05 has made community 
service his mission, transforming poverty-stricken 
areas in India into houses with modern amenities, 
revitalizing a school for underprivileged children 
and tackling difficult problems such as youth 
substance abuse� Presented to alumni who have 
distinguished themselves in service to humanity and 
who have best exemplified the university’s motto, 
“Education for Citizenship,” Bhuta earned the 2024 
Robert M. Duncan Alumni Citizenship Award for 
having performed significant voluntary service to 
their community beyond the call of business or 
professional duty. 

Phoebe You ’09 received the Dan L. Heinlen award 
from The Ohio State University Alumni Association 
in 2024. The Heinlen award recognized You for her 
outstanding achievements in advancing the university 
by advocating for its interests with one or more of 
its important audiences� As the senior director of 
the China Gateway since 2009, You recruits students 
to Ohio State, meets with Chinese leaders and keeps 
Buckeyes connected through six alumni  
clubs throughout Greater China�

As one of India’s leading pharmaceutical scientists, 
Shridhar Narayanan ’96 PhD, has devoted his life to 
developing drugs to treat some of the world’s most 
deadly diseases, earning international recognition 
for his commitment to serving humanity by tackling 
global health challenges. Narayanan earned the single 
highest honor bestowed by the Alumni Association, 
the 2024 Alumni Medalist� It is presented to alumni 
who have gained national or international distinction 
as outstanding representatives of their chosen fields 
or professions, bringing extraordinary credit to the 
university and significant benefit to humankind. 

Alumni Awards 



Office of International Affairs Annual Report 2024-2025 30

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

Mitch Lerner, professor of U.S. diplomatic history 
with a focus on Korea and director of the East Asian 
Studies Center (EASC), received the President and 
Provost’s Award for Distinguished Faculty Service. 
Lerner’s exceptional contributions to Ohio State span 
nearly 25 years across multiple disciplines, colleges 
and campuses, where he has brought significant 
support to the university to advance the study of East 
Asia, inspiring educators and students alike to teach, 
learn and engage with one of the most significant 
regions of the world�   

Leila Vieira, assistant director of the Center for 
Latin American Studies (CLAS), is the recipient of 
the 2024 Community Engaged Practitioner Award, 
which honors outstanding achievement in producing 
engaged scholarship and community impact. Vieira’s 
work with the Brutus Calavera Coloring Contest 
and the Capoeira in the Classroom workshop series 
demonstrated significant range and impact, reaching 
over 1,200 students in K-12 in the past three years. 

Janet Smith, assistant director of outreach for the 
East Asian Studies Center (EASC), received the 2024 
Distinguished Staff Award. The program she leads trains 
K-12 teachers across the state on how to successfully 
bring East Asia into their classrooms is unparalleled� In 
2022-23 alone, Smith was involved in 15 different teacher 
training workshops, attended by 480 K-12 teachers 
across 32 states. The workshops resulted in producing 
more than 100 lesson plans and classroom modules that 
would reach nearly 38,000 students.

Distinguished Faculty 
Awards 

Community Engaged 
Practitioner Award 

Distinguished Staff Awards 

Amanda Yusko, program manager with the Office of 
International Affairs, received the 2024 Distinguished 
Staff Award, in recognition of her advocacy for 
international students and her compassionate 
leadership� She is responsible for managing a team 
of six immigration specialists who advise Ohio 
State’s 5,500+ international student population. Well 
respected by her colleagues, Yusko has received 
multiple national awards for her contributions to the 
international education community.
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• Fulbright and Fulbright-Hays 
fulbright.osu.edu 

• Global Education 
oia.osu.edu/global-education

• Global Engagement 
oia.osu.edu/global-engagement

• Global Gateways 
oia.osu.edu/global-gateways

• Global One Health initiative 
globalonehealth.osu.edu

• Grants and Scholarships 
oia.osu.edu/grants-and-scholarships

• International External Engagement 
oia.osu.edu/partnerships

• International Scholars 
oia.osu.edu/international-scholars

• International Students 
oia.osu.edu/international-students

• Center for African Studies 
cas.osu.edu 

• Center for Latin American Studies 
clas.osu.edu

• Center for Slavic, East European  
and Eurasian Studies 
slaviccenter.osu.edu

• East Asian Studies Center 
easc.osu.edu

• Institute for Chinese Studies 
easc.osu.edu/ics

• Institute for Japanese Studies 
easc.osu.edu/ijs

• Institute for Korean Studies 
easc.osu.edu/iks

• Middle East Studies Center 
mesc.osu.edu

• Polish Studies Initiative 
slaviccenter.osu.edu/psi

UNITS, CENTERS AND PROGRAMS

The Office of International Affairs provides leadership and international expertise to ensure a coordinated 
and dynamic strategy for university-wide global engagement. To further Ohio State’s international goals and 
to advance the university’s reputation world-wide, the Office of International Affairs facilitates international 
experiences for students and faculty, supports academic programs and research, coordinates international 
partnerships, administers grants and scholarships and contributes to enriching the Ohio State experience 
for the university’s international student and scholar population.

The Office of International Affairs falls under the umbrella of the Office of Academic Affairs, which 
oversees the administration and coordination of all academic areas and plays a leadership role in almost 
all aspects of Ohio State including colleges, campuses, major committees and councils, and many units 
providing central support to the university.

OVERVIEW

Office of International Affairs

http://fulbright.osu.edu
http://oia.osu.edu/global-education
http://oia.osu.edu/global-engagement
http://oia.osu.edu/global-gateways
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http://oia.osu.edu/grants-and-scholarships
http://oia.osu.edu/international-partnerships
http://oia.osu.edu/international-scholars
http://oia.osu.edu/international-students
http://cas.osu.edu
http://clas.osu.edu
http://slaviccenter.osu.edu
http://easc.osu.edu
http://easc.osu.edu/ics
http://easc.osu.edu/ijs
http://easc.osu.edu/iks
http://easc.osu.edu/iks
http://mesc.osu.edu
http://slaviccenter.osu.edu/psi
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140 Enarson Classroom Building
2009 Millikin Rd. Columbus, Ohio 43210
614-292-6101 | oia.osu.edu

facebook.com/InternationalAffairsatOhioState

@osuglobal

The Ohio State University  
Office of International Affairs

@OhioStateGlobal

@osuglobal

http://facebook.com/InternationalAffairsatOhioState
https://www.instagram.com/osuglobal/#
https://x.com/OSUGlobal
https://www.linkedin.com/company/osuglobal/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OhioStateGlobal
http://oia.osu.edu
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